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STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

D ĂƌŬ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŶŬ�ĐĞŶƚĞƌ�ůŝŶĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐůĞďŽĂƌĚ������

substrate of your countertop.

Mark a line 2” to 2-1/2” back from the front edge of

your countertop. Locate your sink upside down on

the substrate with the front outer edge of the sink

on the line and centered on the sink centerline

marked on the countertop.

Trace the outline of the sink onto the substrate. Keep

ǇŽƵƌ�ƉĞŶĐŝů�ǀ ĞƌƟĐĂů�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƚŽƵƚ�ůŝŶĞ�ŝƐ�Žī ƐĞƚ�ďǇ�

about 1/8”.



Use a jigsaw and make your sink cutout. Cut on the

line.

If you have a pre-made template, you may use this

ĂůŽŶŐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�ƌŽƵƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ƉĂƩ ĞƌŶ�ďŝƚ͘ �

Lay your laminate over the substrate, which has

been cut to size with your standard overhang around

the perimeter.

Trace the sink cutout onto the back of the laminate.

This is done so that when you spray your contact

adhesive, you can cover this marked area with the

sink cutout to prevent contact adhesive being

sprayed on this area.

STEP 4

STEP 5

STEP 6



STEP 7

STEP 8

STEP 9

Cut a full width support board. This would be the

same dimensions as the front to back dimension of

your countertop and about 10” to 12” wider than the

sink.

Mark a cutout line 1/2” smaller than the sink cutout

already made in your countertop. Make cutout using

a jigsaw.

Glue support board to the underside of the counter-

top. Make sure it overhangs the cutout hole evenly

by the 1/2”.

Note: Consider leaving 12” behind center of sink free

of support where faucets will be installed. This will

leave your countertop 3/4” thick here to allow for

ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƐƚĂůůĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�&ĂƵĐĞƚ�, ŽůĞ�̂ ĞĂů�ZŝŶŐƐ͘ ��K ƚŚĞƌǁ ŝƐĞ�

if countertop is 1-1/2” thick with support, consider

ƵƐŝŶŐ�&, ^Z ͛ Ɛ�ŽŶ�ƚŽƉ�ƐŝĚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ďŽƩ Žŵ�ƐŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�ĚƌŝůůĞĚ�

faucet holes

From the underside, staple the support board in

place.



STEP 10

STEP 11

STEP 12

Flip the countertop over. Place the sink carefully into

ƚŚĞ�ŽƉĞŶŝŶŐ͘�dŚĞ�ƐŝŶŬ�ǁ ŝůů�ŶŽǁ �ďĞ�ƌĞƐƟŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ϭͬ Ϯ͟ �

overhanging support board.

Using a straight edge check height of sink rim. It

ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�ůŽǁ Ğƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƐƵďƐƚƌĂƚĞ͘�dĂŬĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�

make sure the sink is perfectly level with the sub-

strate. If it needs to be raised to level it, use screws

inserted through the support board. This allows you

ƚŽ�ƟŐŚƚĞŶ�ƐĐƌĞǁ Ɛ�ƐůŽǁ ůǇ�ƚŚƵƐ�ƌĂŝƐŝŶŐ�ƐŝŶŬ�ŝŶ�ƐŵĂůů�ŝŶͲ

ĐƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ͘ ��ůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀ ĞůǇ�ƉůĂĐĞ�Ă�ƚŚŝŶ�ƐƚƌŝƉ�ŽĨ�ǀ ĞƌƟĐĂů�

grade laminate between support board and under-

side of sink rim to raise the rim where needed.

Leveling the sink to the substrate will reduce belt

ƐĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ƟŵĞ�ŝŶ�̂ ƚĞƉ�ϭϰ͕ �ĂƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƋƵĂƌƚǌ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŝƐ�

very hard and does not sand easily.

Fill gap between the sink rim and the substrate with

Bondo.



STEP 13

STEP 14

STEP 15

^ŝŶŬ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƵŶƚĞƌƚŽƉ�ĂŌĞƌ��ŽŶĚŽ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘ ��ůůŽǁ �

to dry for 15 minutes.

�Ğůƚ�ƐĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŶŬ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŶĚŽ�ƵŶƟů�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�

all level and flush. Use a coarse grit sandpaper like a 

36 or 50 grit.

Using a straight edge, check that the sink rim, Bondo

and substrate are completely level. Re-sand areas

where needed.



STEP 16

STEP 17

STEP 18

Tape off wall of sink with Karran Protect Plus tape. 

This prevents solid surface seam adhesive dripping

down and bonding to the wall. If that occurs, it can

be difficult to remove. A good technique when taping 

is to overhang the tape by 1/4” then cut the excess

off with a sharp blade. Two rows of 2” tape are rec-

ommended to protect the top 4” of the bowl walls.

Place sink cutout over the marked area on the back

of the laminate. This protects the area where the

ƐŝŶŬ�ǁ ŝůů�ĂƩ ĂĐŚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ĂĚŚĞƐŝǀ Ğ͘ �̂ ƉƌĂǇ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�

adhesive.

Place the cutout over the sink. Spray substrate with

contact adhesive.



STEP 19

STEP 20

STEP 21

Wipe the sink rim thoroughly with denatured alcohol

and a clean white rag.

WARNING: Do not use any kind of solvent such as

lacquer thinner or denatured alcohol on the sink

bowl walls. It will change the finish. Restrict its use to 

ĐůĞĂŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŵ�ƉƌŝŽƌ�ƚŽ�ĂĚŚĞƐŝǀ Ğ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘

Note the two rows of Protect Plus tape to ensure the

bowl walls are well protected from seam adhesive

drips.

Prepare a tube of Karran Solid Surface Seam Adhe-

Ɛŝǀ Ğ͘�WƵƌŐĞ�ƚƵďĞ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ĂƉƉůǇŝŶŐ�ƟƉ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƋƵĞĞǌĞ�ŽŶĞ�

ĨƵůů�ƟƉ�ŽĨ�ĂĚŚĞƐŝǀ Ğ�ŝŶƚŽ�Ă�ŐĂƌďĂŐĞ�ĐĂŶ�ƉƌŝŽƌ�ƚŽ�ďĞŐŝŶͲ

ŶŝŶŐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŶŬ͘��ƉƉůǇ�ƐŽůŝĚ�ƐƵƌĨĂĐĞ�

seam adhesive. The bead should be applied close to

the inner front edge of the sink, and should be 1/4”

to 3/8” in width.

Karran Brown adhesive is recommended on all lami-

nate countertops, however should you wish to use

an adhesive that matches the sink color, this would

also work.

Apply the laminate.



STEP 22

STEP 23

STEP 24

Roll the laminate with a J-roller.

Place one or two pieces of substrate over the sink

area while the seam adhesive dries, about 30

minutes. You may simply place these substrate

pieces loosely over the sink, or they may be lightly

clamped.

Trimming of the laminate back to the bowl wall

should be done with a Karran 10° bevel bit with over-

sized bearing. Start with the router bit set high in the

adjustable plunge router (bearing running just below

the laminate). Make a pass to remove the laminate.



STEP 25

STEP 26

STEP 27

Remove the tape and adhesive drips. Lower the

router bit slightly in the router and make another

pass around the sink. Check how much laminate

remains. If you feel you can take slightly more lami-

nate off with the router, lower slightly then make 

another pass.

zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�Ăǀ ŽŝĚ�ĐƵƫ ŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŶŬ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽƵƚĞƌ�ďŝƚ͘ �

This type of damage is difficult to repair flawlessly. A 

ŐŽŽĚ�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�Ăůǁ ĂǇƐ�ďĞŐŝŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�Į ƌƐƚ�ƉĂƐƐ�ŽŶ�

the front wall. This is the least visible area if errors

are made.

Once the laminate has been trimmed as close as it

can be with the router bit, begin hand filing. Use flat 

and half moon files to file the laminate flush to the 

ƐŝŶŬ�ǁ Ăůů͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ŝĚĞĂ�ƚŽ�ƚĂƉĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽƩ Žŵ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�

file, or place your hand underneath it, to prevent the 

ƐŚĂƌƉ�Į ůĞ�Śŝƫ ŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽƩ Žŵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŶŬ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�Į ůŝŶŐ͘�

A orbital sander can also be used at this stage provid-

ed just the laminate is sanded and not the bowl wall.

�ůŽƐĞ�ƵƉ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĚŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂŵŝŶĂƚĞ�ĂŌĞƌ�Į ůŝŶŐ͘�



STEP 28

STEP 29

STEP 30

��ůŝƩ ůĞ�ƐĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ǁ ŝůů�ůŝŬĞůǇ�ďĞ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐŵŽŽƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�

laminate edge. Use a 80 or 60 micron paper. Focus

your sanding on the upper 1/4” of the bowl wall and

the laminate only.

WARNING: Do not use any kind of solvent such as

lacquer thinner or denatured alcohol on the sink

bowl walls. It will change the finish.  

��ůŝƩ ůĞ�<ĂƌƌĂŶ�WŽůŝƐŚŝŶŐ�WĂƐƚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�ƌĂŐ�

helps to finish the edge. Use only if needed. 

The final stage is always scrubbing the upper wall 

with water and a bristle brush. This removes all dust

ƉĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ĞŵďĞĚĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂƩĞ�

finish of the bowl wall.  

&Žƌ�Ă�ůŝƩ ůĞ�ĞǆƚƌĂ�ƐŚŝŶĞ�ŽŶ�ĚĂƌŬ�ĐŽůŽƌĞĚ�

sinks, once the sink has been cleaned,

ǁ ŝƉĞ�ŝƚ�ĚŽǁ Ŷ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�ůŝƩ ůĞ�<ĂƌƌĂŶ�>ƵƐƚĞƌ�

Pro cleaning oil.



TOOLING LIST

STEP 29

 Tape measure

 Pencil

 Straight edge

 Jig saw

 Wood glue

 Staple gun

 1-1/4” staples

 Bondo

 Bondo applicator pad

 Belt sander

 36 or 50 grit sanding belts

 Karran Protect Plus tape

 Denatured alcohol

 Clean rags

 10:1 Seam adhesive applicator gun

 �ƌŽǁ Ŷ�ƐŽůŝĚ�ƐƵƌĨĂĐĞ�ƐĞĂŵŝŶŐ�ĂĚŚĞƐŝǀ Ğ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŵŝǆŝŶŐ�ƟƉ

 J-roller

 Adjustable plunge router

 Karran 10° bevel bit with oversized bearing

 Flat file 

 Half moon file 

 Sandpaper - 80 micron and 60 micron

 Karran Polishing Paste

 Bristle Brush

 Karran Luster Pro oil


